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INTRODUCTION

WinTask is a task automation tool ; you can automate all the things you do in Windows 98,
Windows Millenium Edition, Windows NT 4, Windows 2000 or Windows XP.

WinTask is a powerful, flexible platform for building automation solutions on a stand-alone or
networked PC.

You can, for instance, launch an accountancy package, integrate data from other programs,
calculate results with this new data and then print them.

You can also launch a terminal emulation package, type the userid and the password, navigate
through the host screens, pick up data in different screens and paste them back on your PC.

You can create an installation script to automatically install software on thousands of PC's.
WinTask can provide all the user information required to install software without any user
interaction.

To summarize : all the tasks you manually do on your PC every day, week, or month can be
automated using WinTask.







CHAPTER | : PRINCIPLES

To create an automation script, you have to :

1. Launch WinTask.

@
2. From the Start menu, select Recording, or click the g button. You can start an
application before recording then the Edit module is minimized and all your actions are recorded
to create the script.

3. Do all the actions you want to record, such as running software, keystrokes, selections in
menus, etc...

4. To stop the recording, click the w flashing icon.

5. Review the script which has been automatically generated.

Once your script has been generated, you can launch it immediately, or you can launch it later
whenever you want to automate a task instead of doing it yourself. The Wintask Compiler will
transform the source script into an executable script.

The commands generated in the WinTask Edit module are written in a Visual Basic-like language.
In the script, you can modify, add or delete commands. You can improve the generated script by
adding conditions, loops, etc...

Some notions are specific to an automation language.

For instance, during execution of a script, WinTask must know to which window the recorded
actions must be sent ; WinTask uses for that a specific command : UseWindow. Those
UseWindow commands are automatically generated when you record your actions but a WinTask
specific module, Spy, can help you too to know the window names of each individual window on the
desktop.

WinTask must simulate how a user interacts with his PC : the human user makes a new action
only if the latest action has been finished and done correctly. WinTask includes synchronization
tools in order to make the script wait until the latest action is completely done. A Wizard can help
you to define such synchronizations.

The following chapters will help you in creating your first automated script.







CHAPTER I : INSTALLATION

The installation file « SETUP.EXE » is located on the first disk. Insert the first disk into the A drive.

From the Start menu, click Run. In the dialog box, type « A:SETUP » as shown below :

Run |

T ype the name of a program, folder. or document, and
YWindows will oper it far pou.

Open: Ia:setud j

| F I Cancel | Browse. .. |

Click OK. InstallShield will display the Welcome screen; click Next.

The User Information window is displayed showing your name and your company name. (If the
installation software does not find this information on your PC, it should be entered manually.)
Click Next.

The window Choose Destination Location is displayed :

Choosze Destination Location |

Setup will install WinT azk in the following directony.
T o ingtall to thiz directory, click Hest,

T o inztall to a different directaory, click Browse and select anather
directon,.

Y'ou can chooze nok ta install %WinT azk by clicking Cancel to exit
Setup.

|' Destination Directory

C:AProgram Filest\/inT azk Browse. .. |
Canzel |

< Back

The default destination directory is « C:\Program Files\WinTask ». If this is correct, click Next ; if
not, click Browse to modify the destination directory.




The window Setup Type is displayed ; the default is « Typical » :

Setup Type |

Click the type of Setup you prefer, then click Hext.

Program will be inztalled with the most common
aptionz, Becommended far most users.

" Compact  Program will be installed with minirmurn required
optione.

' Custom 'ou may chooze the optionz you want to inztall
Fecommended for advanced users.

D:%Program Files'ainT azk Browse... |
< Back I Hest » I Cancel |

" Destination Direchary

Click Next if you agree with this default value ; otherwise select another Setup type before clicking
Next.

The window Select Program Folder is displayed ; the default Program Folder is « WinTask » :

Select Program Folder |

Setup will add program icong to the Program Folder listed below.
Y'ou may kwpe a new folder name, or zelect one from the existing
Falders list. Click Mest to continue.

Program Folders:

E xizting Folders:

Microzoft Reference
Online Services
Shuttle Installer

< Back I Mewt > I Cancel
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Click Next if you agree with this default value ; otherwise type the new program folder name before
clicking Next.

Files are copied onto your hard drive ; you are then asked to put the second disk into your disk
drive, the third disk and then the new program folder is created.

The next window Setup Complete is displayed ; click Finish.

WinTask is now installed and you can proceed with the exercises described in this manual.
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CHAPTER III : First script, AUTOMATE WORDPAD

In this chapter, you will create your first automation script, using Windows WordPad word
processor.

WordPad will be already opened, the script will type some lines inside WordPad and then close the
software.

Creating the script with the Recording Mode

Close all other open applications and from Windows desktop, launch WordPad :
Click Start.
Select Run.
In the dialog box Run, type « wordpad » as shown below :
Run 21|

Type the name of a program, folder, or document, and
YWindaws will apen it far pau.

Opet: Iw::nru:lpau:l j

0k, I Cancel | Erowse... |

And OK.

The WordPad window is opened without any text inside it.

Launch WinTask Editor by clicking Start, then select Programs, the group WinTask and then
select the program WinTask (Start/Programs/Wintask/Wintask). The Editor window with the title
« Untitled1 » is displayed, as shown below :

13



% sWinTask - [Untitled1.src]
File Edit “iew Startt Inset Configue 'window Help 181
D = (=] e @ [ ] = =] &1 & e | & Ay L5
Maw Open Save Spy Rec Play gk Tewt Wzt Irnage  Wait wimd  Waib Date  udait Keyb  Weait Memu  Wiait Mouse | Lamguage  Scheduler
K _>l_I
Ready Ln 2, Cal 1 MUK 5

To start the Recording Mode and record your keystrokes in the Editor window, select Start and then

@
Recording, or just click the g button in the toolbar. If the dialog box below is displayed, click
No as the application WordPad has been already launched.

Starting recording mode |

Do pou want ko start an application before recording 7

Mo | Cancel |

[T Don't display this dialog box anymore

The Editor window disappears and a small icon of a blinking video camera is displayed in the
Windows taskbar on the righthand side. This icon reminds you that all your actions are being

recorded. | B¢ 11:34

The focus is now on the WordPad window. Type, for instance :

« That's a demonstration of WinTask. »

Select the whole text using the mouse and select in the WordPad menu Format/Font/12. Click
OK ; the selected text is now displayed in larger characters.

Quit WordPad by selecting File, then Exit. Answer No to the question « Save changes to
document? » The WordPad window is now closed.

Stop the Recording Mode by clicking once on the blinking video camera icon in the taskbar. The
Editor window is displayed with all your actions recorded in the script. You should have a script that
looks like this:

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| Rl CHEDI T| Docurment - WérdPad| 1", 1)
SendKeys("That's a denonstration of W nTask")

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| RI CHEDI T| Docunent - WordPad| 1", 1)
Cli ckMouse(Left, Down, 5, 11)
Cli ckMouse(Left, Up, 5, 11)

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| Wr dPadCl ass| Docunent - WordPad", 1)
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ChooseMenu( Nor mal , " F&or mat | &Font . . . ")

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| #32770| Font ", 1)
Choosel t em( Conbo, "3","12",single, left)
Click(Button, "OK")

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| Wr dPadCl ass| Docunment - WordPad", 1)
ChooseMenu( Normal , "&Fi |l e| E&xit")

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| #32770| Wor dPad", 1)
Cli ck(Button, "&No")

Before explaining all these commands, let’s first run this script.

Running the script

o

Before running the script, the conditions on your desktop must be the same as when you started
the Recording Mode. So in this example, you must open WordPad with no text inside the Wordpad
window.

Click Start and then select Run. Type « WordPad » and then click OK.

Come back to the Editor window where the script « Untitled1 » is :

{ }WinTask - [Untitled.src]
File Edit Start |nsert Configure Display ‘Window 72 _|ﬁ||5|

O = =] il @ [ g = =i A [T ] B Ay
e Cpen Sawe Spy Fec Play Wait Text  ‘wiait Image  ‘wwait Date  Wiait Keyb  ait Menu  wiait Mouse Language
UseWindow{""WORDFAD.EXE|RICHEDIT |Document - WordPad|1",1} ,:J

SendKeys{""That's a demonstration of WinTask™)

UseWindow({""WORDPAD.EXE|RICHEDIT |Document - WordPad|1",1}
ClickHouse({Left,Down,5,11)
ClickMouse{Left, Up,5,11)

UseWindow{"WORDPAD .EXE |WordPadClass |Document - WordPad',1)
ChooseMenu{Hormal,"F&kormat|&Font...")

UseWindow(""WORDPAD.EXE | #32778|Font™,1)
Chooseltem{Combo,"3","12" ,5ingle ,left)
Click{Button,"0K")

UselWindow{"WORDPAD .EXE |WordPadClass |Document - WordPad",1)
ChooseMenu{Hormal,"&File |E&xit™)

UseWindow(""WORDPAD.EXE | #3277 8| WordPad™,1)
Click{Button,"&Ho") LI

Feady [Ln 18, Cold [MUM | 4

g
In the Start menu, click Run to launch the script (or in the toolbar, click the M button).
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The Save as window is displayed because the script does not have a nameyet ; save it as
« Scriptl » (noting that it is not necessary to type the extension « .src » ) as shown below :

Save as

Save in; I £ Seripts

File name: Isu:ripﬂ | Save I
Save as type: I'W'inTask Files [*.zrc] j Cancel |

Click Save. The source script is now compiled and saved.

The next window shows that there are no compilation errors :

B! Compilation E |

| C:AProgram FilesiwinT ask\S criptzhscnpt] zc

Errors 0 W arnings 1]

100% dane.

Click Run to launch the script.

In the WordPad window, you will see the text being typed automatically. Then the text will be
selected and then the font changed. When the script is finished, the WordPad window will be
closed.

Maximize the Editor window where the script « Scriptl » is displayed. We will now explain the
commands inserted in that script.

16



Commands generated by the Recording Mode

The script starts with a UseWindow command :

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| RI CHEDI T| Docunent - WordPad| 1", 1)

You will notice a lot of commands like this in a WinTask script. This command tells the program
which window to send its actions. The parameters for this command are the window name, its
class and the window title. The last number behind the comma is the instance number this
instance number would be different if WordPad had been launched more than once : several
Wordpad instances would therefore be on the desktop).

The next command, SendKeys, simulates the user typing text inside the window specified by the
previous UseWindow command :

SendKeys("That's a denonstration of WnTask")

The text is put inside quotation marks. Keywords for special keys are surrounded by less than and
greater than signs (as in <Enter>, for instance).

The next two commands automate mouse clicks :

Cli ckMouse(Left, Down, 5, 11)
Cli ckMouse(Left, Up, 5, 11)

The left mouse button (parameters « Left Down » ) has been pressed in position 5,11. Then the left
mouse button has been released (parameters « Left Up » ) in position 5,11 (relative to the WordPad
window).

The next two commands automate a selection in a menu :

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| Wr dPadCl ass| Docunment - WordPad", 1)
ChooseMenu( Nor mal , " F&or mat | &Font . . . ")

First, WinTask specifies from which window the selection in a menu must be made, using the
UseWindow command. Then the command ChooseMenu automates the selection of the option
Format and then the option Font. The ampersand (&) sign just in front of a character signifies that
this character is the shortcut for this option.

The next three commands automate the selection of the font size. As usual,
the UseWindow command specifies the window where the font size is selected.

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| #32770| Font ", 1)
Choosel t em( Conbo, "3","12",single, left)
Click(Button, "OK")

17



The Chooseltem command allows the selection of an item in a ComboBox ; in the above
parameters, the third Combobox of the Font window is used and the number « 12 » is selected by a
single left mouse click.

The Click (Button, "OK") command automates a mouse-button click. The button name is between
the quotation marks.

In the last four lines of the script, the menu selection and button click commands are used again :

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| Wr dPadCl ass| Docunent - WordPad", 1)
ChooseMenu(Normal , "&Fi |l e|] E&xit")

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| #32770| Wor dPad", 1)
Click(Button, " &No")

Close all open applications before proceeding to the next chapter.

18



CHAPTER IV : SYNCHRONIZE WINTASK WITH THE APPLICATION

In order to behave like a human operator, WinTask must be able to wait until a certain result is
obtained before going onto the next task.

For instance, in WordPad, a second sentence must be typed by WinTask only after someone
presses the Enter key.

In the example below, we will make the automate wait for 10 seconds after the sentence « That's a
demonstration of WinTask » has been typed in WordPad and after Enter has been pressed. For
this we will use a tool included in WinTask : the Synchronization Wizard. It will help you insert a
pause in your script when necessary.

Before starting this exercise, verify that no other application is open in the Windows desktop.
From Windows desktop, launch WorPad :

Click Start.

Select Run.

In the Run dialog box, type « WordPad » as shown below :

Run |

Type the name of a program, folder, or document, and
"Windows will oper it for you,

=
| k. I Cancel | Browsze. .. |

Click OK. The WordPad window is opened without any text in it.

Lauch WinTask Editor by clicking Start/Programs/WinTask/WinTask. The main WinTask window
is displayed with the title « Untitled1 » as shown below :

i :WinTask - [Untitled1.src]
File Edit Wiew Stat |nset Configue ‘Window Help 181
i =3 =] B @ [ = m O @ — L] & #y &
Maw Open Save Spy Rec Play izt Text  dait Inage  Wait wimd  Wait Date  dait Keyb Wit Memu  Wiait Mouse | Lamguage  Scheduler
K _>I_I
Ready Ln 2, Col1 MUM 4
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You want the Synchronization Wizard to be displayed during recording every time Enter is pressed.
To do this, select Configure in the top WinTask menu, then choose Wizard as shown below :

% :WinT ask - [Untitled1.src]
File Edit Miew Start Inzert | Configure indow Help _ |ﬁl |1|
D & | [y b= 8 O ® & B 6 &8 0
Maw Open Save = Play Wiait Text  dait Inage  Wait wimd  Wait Date  dait Keyb Wit Menu  Wiait Mouze | Language  Scheduler
Run
Editar _I
¥
A I I 3
Configures the “izard options Ln 2, Cal1 ML v

The Configure Wizard window is displayed :

Configure Wizard

— Select Wizard maode

Cancel

ik

— Beainner mode

¥ Inactivity  Time |15 seconds
[T Keys L=t |

Help

g

Verify that the radiobutton Beginner is checked in the frame « Select Wizard mode » . Uncheck the
checkbox Inactivity in the frame « Beginner mode » ; then check Keys and click Key list to display
the following window :

List ]|

Selected keyz Available keys

Add _g
Delete | g

&

[

1

ar | ocw | sk |

[
(] I Cancel | Help |

Using the mouse, scroll down the list of available keys until you locate Enter and select it. Click
Add. Quit this window by clicking OK. Click OK a second time to quit the Configure Wizard dialog
box.

20



With this configuration, the Synchronization Wizard will appear each time Enter is pressed. The
Synchronization Wizard will, for instance, create a pause until specified text appears in a certain
window or until a specified action by the user (such as a mouse click or a menu selection).

In the next example, we will ask for a pause of 10 seconds after Enter has been pressed.

Start the Recording Mode of WinTask by selecting Start/Recording in the WinTask main menu, or

@
click the g icon in the toolbar. If the dialog box below is displayed, click No as the application
WordPad has been already launched.

Starting recording mode |

Do pou want to start an application before recording ?

Mo | Cancel |

[T Don't display this dialog box anymore

The Editor window disappears and a small icon of the blinking video camera is displayed on the

righthand side of the Windows taskbar. This ® 1M icon reminds you that all your actions are
being recorded.

The focus is now on the WordPad window. Type :
« Repeat this sentence every 10 seconds. »

Press Enter.

The Synchronization wizard window appears :

21



Synchronization wizard |

Stop recording |

Or wait for...

% 3 test in & window

an jmage zone iR a window
a window

a tirme delay

an hour ar a date

an uzer action

e e i N

< Bresraus Hest » Help |

In order to insert a 10 second pause in the script, select a time delay in the frame « Or wait
for... ? » and click Next.

The dialog box Time delay Synchronization is displayed :

Time delay Synchronization |

Time delay 10

% Seconds ™ Minutes ™ Houwrs

Bezume recording I Cancel | Help |

The default time delay value is 10 seconds and it is accepted by clicking Resume recording.

Stop the Recording Mode by clicking twice on the blinking icon. The WinTask main window is
displayed :

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| Rl CHEDI T| Docurment - WérdPad| 1", 1)
SendKeys(" Repeat this sentence every 10 seconds<Enter>")

Pause 10 secs

The Synchronization Wizard has written the command «Pause 10 secs » which will make the
script wait 10 seconds before going on.

22



In the Editor window, press Enter to move to the next line. Start the Recording Mode by selecting
Recording in the Start menu. As usual, the blinking video icon is displayed on the righthand side of
the taskbar.

Using the mouse, select (highlight) the sentence in the WordPad window you just typed ( « Repeat
this sentence every 10 seconds. » ). In the Edit menu, select Copy ; move the cursor beneath the
text. Then in the Edit menu again, select Paste.

Stop the Recording Mode by clicking the small blinking video icon. The WinTask main window is
opened and the whole script is displayed.

In order to lauch the script with the same conditions we started with, close the WordPad application
without saving the document.

Start WordPad again and in the WinTask main window, launch the script by selecting Run in the
Start menu. The window Save as is displayed. Give the name « Pause » to the script and click
Run to run the script.

You can see the automate type the first sentence, wait for 10 seconds and then do the Copy/Paste
routine.

Quit WordPad and WinTask before proceeding to the next chapter.
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CHAPTER V : SYNCHRONIZE WINTASK WITH A SELECTION IN A MENU

In this chapter, you will see how WinTask is able to wait for a specified selection in a menu.
WinTask will type a sentence in WordPad, wait until the user has selected the option Undo in the
Edit menu of WordPad and then type a second sentence. The Synchronization Wizard will be used
to create the different commands.

From Windows desktop, without any other application opened, launch WordPad :

Click Start.

Select Run.

In the dialog box Run, type « wordpad » as shown below :

Run |

Type the name of a program, folder, or document, and
YWindows will opern it far pou.

Open; Iwu:urdpad j

| k. I Cancel | Browsze. .. |

Click OK. The WordPad window is opened with no text inside it.

Launch WinTask Editor by clicking Start/Programs/WinTask/WinTask. The WinTask main
window named « Untitled1 » is displayed as shown below :

i :WinTask - [Untitled1.src]
File Edit Wiew Stat |nset Configue ‘Window Help 181
i =3 =] B @ [ = m O @ — L] & #y &
Maw Open Save Spy Rec Play izt Text  dait Inage  Wait wimd  Wait Date  dait Keyb Wit Memu  Wiait Mouse | Lamguage  Scheduler
K _>I_I
Ready Ln 2, Col1 MUM 4

While recording your actions, configure WinTask so that the Synchronization Wizard is displayed
as soon a you press Enter.

Select the option Configure/Wizard as shown below in WinTask main window :

25



#_WinT ask - [Untitled1.src]

File Edit Yiew Start |nzert | Configure “indow Help _|E|l|
D = o ‘ Becording t > | = B B ® & B 5 NG

Maw Open Save Play Wizt Text  ait Image  Wait Wimd  Wait Date  ait Kewb  wait Menu  Wait Mouse | Language  Scheduler
Flun :I
Editor
=
A I I »
Configures the Wizard aptions Lt 2, Cal 1 MLIM 4

The Configure Wizard dialog box is displayed :

Configure Wizard

— Select "Wizard mode

& Beginner ¢ Intermediate ¢ Mone

ik

Cancel

— Beainner mode

[T Inactivity  Tire |15 sECOndE
v ﬁeyg ke list |

b

Help

Check that your dialog box has the same parameters as those shown above and click Key list :

List |

Selected keys Arailable keps

<BackSpace:r -
<CapsLock: _I
<Clrl =i
<Delr

<Doublequote:

< Do

<End:

ar | ocw | sk |

| (n] 4 I Cancel | Help |

After you have completed the previous exercise, the List window should look like the screen above.
Now click OK.

If no keys are listed in the Selected keys list, then use the mouse to scroll down the list until you
find <Enter> :

26



List |

Selected keys Ayvailable keps

¢BackSpace: -
<CapzLock: J

Add
@ 8
— <Delx

<[Doublequote:

<Drowr

<End:
T = R - |
ok | Cancel | Help |

Select it and then click Add.

Quit this window by clicking OK. Click OK a second time in order to quit the Configure Wizard
dialog box.

With this configuration, the Synchronization Wizard will appear each time the Enter key is pressed.

It will create a pause until specified text appears in a certain window or a specified action by the
user (such as a mouse click or a menu selection).

After typing the frst sentence, we will insert a pause in the script until the user has selected the
option Undo in the Edit menu of the main WordPad window.

Start the Recording Mode by selecting Start/Recording in the WinTask main window or click the

@
ﬁ button in the toolbar. If the dialog box below is displayed, click No as the application
WordPad has been already launched.

Starting recording mode Ed |

Do pow want to start an application before recording 7

Mo | Cancel |

[T Don't digplay this dialog box anymare

The Editor window disappears and a small icon of a blinking video camera is displayed on the
righthand side of the Windows taskbar. This ® T icon reminds you that all your actions are

being recorded.
The focus is now on the WordPad window. Type :
« That's a demonstration of WinTask. »

And press Enter.

27



The Synchronization wizard window is displayed :

Synchronization wizard |

| Bezume recording I

Stop recording |

Or wait for... ¢

™ 3 bext in a window

an image Zone in a window
a window

a time delayp

an hour or a date

C e Nie e N

< Ereyinms Hest = Help |

In order to insert a pause for a user action (in our example, a pause for a selection in a menu), click
the radiobutton a user action in the frame « Or wait for... ? » and click Next.

The dialog box Synchronization on a User action is displayed, click the radiobutton a menu
selection :

Synchronization on a User action |

Besume recording |

Stop recording |

What do you want ta wait for ?

" a mouse click

< Previous I Hest > I Help |

Click Next.
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The small icon displayed on the righthand side of the Windows taskbar changes in order to tell you
to select an option in a menu. Select Edit/Undo.

The definition of the Wait for menu is then displayed :

W ait for Menu |

— ltem chosen -
Bedefine

II&E ditfUndolChil+Z Carcel

Help

il

—In

€ Any window

" Module IWEIFIDF'#-'-.D.EKE

& Window I'WEI ROP&D.ExE MfordPadClaz

| Besume recording I

In the frame « Item chosen » , you can see the menu selection ; the shortcuts are preceeded by a
& (for instance, Undo option is written &Undo).

Radio buttons ' in the frame «In» means in our example that the wait for menu selection
Edit/Undo will be done only in the WordPad window.

Click Resume recording to go on.

Type for instance in WordPad :

« Second sentence after the wait for menu selection »

Stop the Recording mode by clicking once on the blinking video camera icon in the taskbar.
The editor window is displayed and you should have a script that looks like :

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| Rl CHEDI T| Docunent - WordPad| 1", 1)
SendKeys("That's a denonstration of WnTask<Enter>")

Pause until

Menu(" &Edi t | &Undo Ctrl +Z")

I NW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| Wor dPadCl ass| Docunment - WordPad", 1)
PauseFal se

MsgBox("Wait for at line " + #ErrorLine$ + " has failed
1",16,"Runtinme error")
End
EndPause
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UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| Rl CHEDI T| Docurrent - WérdPad| 1", 1)
SendKeys(" Second sentence after the wait for menu sel ection")

We will now run the script.
In order to launch the script with the same conditions as when we started, close WordPad without

saving the document and open it again (DO NOT open a new WordPad window without closing the
first onel)

When WordPad is opened, put the focus on the WinTask main window and launch the script by
selecting Run in the Start menu.

Because the script has not been saved, the Save as window is displayed :

Save as

Save in: I £ Scripts

ﬁ script].src

File name: IscriptZi Save I
Save az type: IWinTask Files [*.2rc) j Cancel |

Type the name « Script2 » and click Save.

There should be no compilation errors. Click Run.

The first sentence is typed in WordPad and the execution is stopped.

To go on with the execution, select Edit/Undo. You can now see the second sentence being typed.
As you can tell, WinTask walits for a selection by the user before going on with the execution.

NOTE: the selection Undo is ignored by Wordpad. WinTask uses the selection for its own
purposes and Undo is invisible to WordPad.
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CHAPTER VI : AUTOMATE SEVERAL PIECES OF SOFTWARE

In this chapter, we will see how WinTask can go from one application to another and how WinTask
can create a macro ; not only for one specific piece of software but for different types of software.

WinTask will launch WordPad, type a sentence in WordPad, then launch Microsoft Word. It will type
a sentence in Word, then do a Copy/Paste between WordPad and Word.

Make certain that you have started this chapter without any other application opened in Windows
Desktop. Close any other opened application.

Launch WinTask Editor by clicking Start/Programs/WinTask/WinTask. The main WinTask
window with the title « Untitled 1 » is displayed as shown below :

% :WinT ask - [Untitled1.src]
File Edit “iew Startt |nzert Configure “Window Help — |El |1|
i =3 =] B @ [ = B O @ = L] & #y 15
Maw Open Save Spy Rec Play Wiait Text  dait Inage  Wait wimd  Wait Date  dait Keyb Wit Menu  Wiait Mouze | Language  Scheduler
¥
A I I 3
Ready Ln 2 Col1 MM v

Modify the Synchronization Wizard configuration by selecting Configure/Wizard. In the Configure
Wizard dialog box, uncheck the checkbox Keys as shown below :

Configure Wizard

— Select "Wizard mode

& Beginner ¢ Intermediate ¢ Mone
Cancel

ik

— Beainner mode

[ Inactivity e I SECHMHE
[ ﬁeyg Fie [ish |

Help

b

Click OK. This will keep the Wizard from appearing again during recording.

Start recording by selecting Start/Recording.

A new dialog box asks you if you want to launch a program before starting your recording :

31



Starting recording mode |

Do yow want ta start an application before recarding ?

Mo | Cancel |

[T Don't display this dialog box anymore

Click Yes as you want to launch Wordpad.
In the next dialog box, specify the program you want to launch, Wordpad.exe :

Launching a program |

Prograrm: Iwnrdpad_e:-:e Specify the full path
and name of the

prograrn ko s
Browsze

Specify if neceszan

ez parameters to be
paszzed to the program
Browsze
Working IF you want ko start the
falder: program in a zpecific

directary, specify it there
Browsze

Ll

Opening mode
= Nomal
™ Minimized
™ Maximized

k. Help LCancel

And click the OK button.

The Editor window is minimized and the blinking video icon is displayed on the righthand side of the
taskbar.

The WordPad window is opened. Type the following text in it :

« Text entered in WordPad »

In order to launch Word by a specific statement in WinTask (instead of recording menu
Start/Programs/Word which is less reliable than as shown here), stop Recording mode by clicking

the WinTask icon in the Windows taskbar. WinTask main window is displayed ; select
Start/Recording after launching a program:
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i :WinTask - [Untitled1_src]

File Edit “iew @ Insert  Configure  Window Help ===
O e ﬁecordng : : trI+E = =) m 7 o E 6 Ay a
Maw Open Recarding after Jaunching & program Chil+L Wizt Text  ait Image  Wait Wimd  Wait Date  ait Kewb  wait Menu  Wait Mouse | Language  Scheduler
N i =
N LI_I
launch a program befare recarding [lhz.Colt [ [WUM|[

The next dialog box lets you select the program you want to launch. You can use Browse button in
order to find easily Word software.

Launching a program E |

Prograr: I"E:'\F‘rngram Files\Microsoft DfficetDifice  SPecify the full path
- atd narne of the

prograr ko run

Specify if neceszany
parameters bo be
pazzed to the program

Farameters: I

Browse

falder: program in a specific
directory, specify it there
Browse

Wiarking I [ wou want to start the

Cpening mode
& Momal
" Minimized
i~ Magimized

ak. Help Cancel

Click OK button, Word is launched and you are again recording all your actions.
In the Word window, type the following text :

« Text entered in Word »

In the taskbar, click the application WordPad. Using the mouse, select (highlight) the text that you
just typed in the window.

Copy that text by selecting Copy in the WordPad Edit menu.

In the taskbar, click the application Word to open its window. The cursor should be at the end of the
text you have just entered. Press the Enter key to paste the text from WordPad two lines below.
Copy the text by selecting Edit/Paste.

Quit Word by selecting File/Exit (DO NOT save this document !)
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Quit WordPad by selecting File/Exit (DO NOT save this document !)

You are now in the same place and with the same conditions as when you started this chapter.

Click the WinTask icon in the Windows taskbar to stop the Recording Mode. The WinTask main
window is displayed with all the commands inserted in the script :

Shel | ("wor dpad. exe", 1)

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| RI CHEDI T20A| Docurment - WordPad| 1", 1)
SendKeys(" Text entered in WordPad")

Shel | (Chr$(34)+"C:\ ProgranFil es\M crosoft O fice\ O fi ce\ WNWORD. EXE" +Chr $(34), 1)

UseW ndow( "W NWORD. EXE|] _WnvGE Docunent 1] 1", 1)
SendKeys(" Text entered in Wrd")

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| RI CHEDI T20A| Docurment - WordPad| 1", 1)
Cli ckMouse(Left, Down, 6, 14)
Cli ckMouse(Left, Up, 7, 14)

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| Wr dPadCl ass| Docunent - WordPad", 1)
ChooseMenu( Nor mal , " &Edi t | &Copy crl+C")

UseW ndow( "W NVWORD. EXE|] _WnvGE Docurnent 1] 1", 1)
SendKeys(" <Ent er >")
SendKeys(" <Ent er >")

UseW ndow( " W NWORD. EXE| MsoComrandBar | Menu Bar", 1)
Cli ckMouse(Left, Down, 76, 13)

UseW ndow( " W NVWORD. EXE| MsoComandBar Popup| Edit", 1)
Cli ckMouse(Left, Down, 47, 100)
Cli ckMouse(Left, Up, 47, 100)

UseW ndow( " W NWORD. EXE| MsoComrandBar | Menu Bar", 1)
Cli ckMouse(Left, Down, 49, 9)

UseW ndow( " W NWORD. EXE| MsoComandBar Popup]| Fi | e", 1)
Cli ckMouse(Left, Down, 92, 291)
Cli ckMouse(Left, Up, 92, 291)

UseW ndow( " W NWORD. EXE| #32770| M cr osoft Word", 1)
Click(Button, "&No")

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| Wr dPadCl ass| Docunent - WordPad", 1)
ChooseMenu(Normal , "&Fi |l e|] E&xit")

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| #32770| Wor dPad", 1)
Cick(Button, "&No")

Before explainig all these commands, we will first run the script.

In the Editor window, select Start/Run. A dialog box asks you to save this script. Type the name
« script3 » and click Save.
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The script is now compiled. There should be no compilation errors and you can click Run to launch
the script.

You can see all your recorded actions being done automatically.

Commands generated by the Recording Mode

The script starts by a Shell command which runs the .EXE as specified.

Shel | ("wor dpad. exe", 1)

Then a UseWindow command is used :

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| RI CHEDI T20A| Docurment - WordPad| 1", 1)
SendKeys(" Text entered in WordPad")

You will notice a lot of commands like this in a WinTask script. This command tells the automate
which window to send its actions. The parameters for this command are the window name, its
class and the window title. The last number behind the comma is the instance number. Don’t worry,
WinTask automatically finds these window names.

In the last line, the SendKeys command simulates the user pressing a key on the keyboard. The
simulated keys are typed in the window specified by the previous UseWindow command. The typed
text is put between paranthesis and keywords are written by their labels between the two signs less
than and greater than (for instance <Enter>, <Control>, etc...)

Shel | (Chr$(34) +"C:\ Progranfil es\M crosoft O fice\Ofice\ WNARD. EXE"+Chr $(34), 1)
UseW ndow( " W NWORD. EXE| _WnvG Docunent 1] 1", 1)

SendKeys(" Text entered in Word")
Again, a Shell command is used to run the program WINWORD.

A new UseWindow command shows that WinTask actions must now go to a Word window, a
window with the title « Documentl » .

In the last line, the SendKeys command simulates text entered in the Word window.
UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| RI CHEDI T20A| Document - Wér dPad| 1", 1)

Cli ckMouse(Left, Down, 6, 14)
Cli ckMouse(Left, Up, 6, 14)
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UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| Wr dPadCl ass| Docunment - WordPad", 1)
ChooseMenu( Nor mal , " &Edi t | &Copy ctrl+C")

After having entered text in Word, WinTask must now select the text entered in WordPad. As usual,
a UseWindow command shows that the actions must now take place in a WordPad window.

The next two lines simulate the text selection in the WordPad window. The first one simulates a
mouse button being pressed, the second one the button being released.

The last two lines automate the selection Edit/Copy. Note that the first parameter of the
ChooseMenu command is « Normal » because it is a selection from an application menu.

UseW ndow( "W NWORD. EXE| _WnvGE Docurent 1| 1", 1)
SendKeys(" <Ent er >")
SendKeys(" <Ent er >")

UseW ndow( " W NWORD. EXE| MsoComrandBar | Menu Bar", 1)
Cli ckMouse(Left, Down, 76, 13)

UseW ndow( " W NWORD. EXE| MsoCommandBar Popup| Edit", 1)
Cli ckMouse(Left, Down, 47, 100)
Cli ckMouse(Left, Up, 47, 100)

UseW ndow( " W NWORD. EXE| MsoComrandBar | Menu Bar", 1)
Cli ckMouse(Left, Down, 49, 9)

UseW ndow( " W NWORD. EXE| MsoComandBar Popup]| Fi | e", 1)
Cli ckMouse(Left, Down, 92, 291)
Cli ckMouse(Left, Up, 92, 291)

UseW ndow( "W NWORD. EXE| #32770| M cr osoft Word", 1)
Click(Button, "&No")

A new UseWindow command makes the automate come back to Word and in the next line,
the SendKeys command simulates the Enter key being pressed twice.

The other command used is ClickMouse. Because this version of WinTask (using version 7 of
Word) isn't able to automate menu selections by name, the selections are position dependent
instead.

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| Wr dPadCl ass| Docunment - WordPad", 1)
ChooseMenu( Normal , "&Fi | e| E&xit")

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| #32770| Wor dPad" , 1)
Cli ck(Button, "&No")

The last four lines close WordPad by simulating the selection of File/Exit. By clicking No, the
WordPad document is not saved.
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CHAPTER VIl : HOW TO FIND WINDOW NAMES

In this chapter, we will study the Spy tool included in Wintask. The Spy tool allows you to find the
name of a window and also the arguments for the UseWindow command. In WinTask version 2.42,
if you use Spy tool on an Internet Explorer 5.0 or above window, it gives you also a description of the
HTML elements displayed in the Web page.

The name of a window is usually found automatically when you use the Recording Mode. But even

then, occasionally the error message « Window not found » is received. The Spy tool can help solve
this problem and determine which window is needed.

Launch WinTask by clicking Start/Programs/WinTask/WinTask. The main WinTask window is
displayed with the title « Untitled 1 » .

Launch another application, in this case WordPad, by clicking Start/Run. Type « WordPad » in the
dialog box Run as shown below :

Run |

Type the name af a program, folder. or document, and
YWindows will oper it far pou.

Open; Iwnrdpad j

| k. I Cancel | Browsze. . |

Click OK. The window titled « Document — WordPad » is opened.

Maximize the Editor window and select Start/Spy :

% sWinTask - [Untitled1.src]

File Edit “iew | Stat Inzett Configure ‘#findow Help 181
0 = Recording Chl+E = =) m & = E 6 Ay &
Maw Open Recarding after Jaunching a program  Cirl+L gk Tewt Wzt Irnage  Wait wimd  Waib Date  udait Keyb  Weait Memu  Wiait Mouse | Lamguage  Scheduler
_I— FiLr Bt ;I
Spy
=
A I I 3
Starts Spy Ln1,Call MLk 5

The Spy window is displayed as shown below :
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Click Find Window.

The mouse pointer is transformed into a cross. When you move the cursor in the different areas of
WordPad, you see different information in the Spy window.

The Spy tool provides the different names of the windows inside WordPad. For instance, if you put
the mouse pointer on the title bar of WordPad, you get the following information :
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The field « UseWindow » contains the argument for the UseWindow command and you can directly
paste this argument into your script. Click Paste and you will paste the following line into the Editor
window :

" WORDPAD. EXE| Tool bar wi ndow32| St andar d"

Using Windows NT (instead of Windows 98), the line is slightly different :

" WORDPAD. EXE| Tool bar W ndow32| St andar d| 2"

You only have to add the word « UseWindow » before the paranthesis and to surround the
paranthesis with two brackets and your UseWindow command is generated :

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| Tool bar W ndow32| St andard")

More information on a Web page

Spy tool gives more information in the frame «Web information» when it is used on an Internet
Explorer window (IE version must be 5.0 or above).

Go to www.wintask.com using Internet Explorer. The IE window is displayed :

/3 Automate your routine tasks using Wintask and forget batch, macro recorder and scheduler softwa - Microzoft Internet Explorer =] E3

Fil=  Edit iew Fawortez Toole Help |-
-2 QLA ET IS

Address Iﬁj hittp: A wintask, cann, j -@ Gio

FY

Cliquez iei pour une version frangaise du m Choose : |MENU vl

site et du logiciel !

The ultimate automation tool for Windows 9x, ME, NT, 2000 and XP

Automate your tasks with WinTask : the ultimate automation software and task scheduler for Windows 93,
Windows 58, Windows ME, Windows NT, Windows 2000 and XP.

Tou can automate your repetitive tasks, build macro in any software, use the scheduler to automate backups,
file transfers, downloads from Internet, test Web sites. .

To build your macro, use WinTask macro recorder feature - all your actions are recorded i a senipt. Due to
automatic keyboard capture, all your keys, mouse actions are recorded.

(Juestions, help ?  Feel free to ask at £33 1 47 28 09 34 or email at mfo@wintask. com

cuckhere[» Version 2.41 available : Measure response times

Automate your repetitive tasks =
|&] Done [ [ |4 intemet

Launch Spy tool. The Spy window is displayed as shown below :
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Click Find Window.

The mouse pointer is transformed into a cross. For instance, if you put the mouse pointer on the
paragraph starting at Automate your tasks with WinTask, you get the following information :
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The frame « Information » gives the IE window attributes and the frame « Web Information » tells
on which HTML tag the mouse is pointed and what are the mouse coordinates.

Click HTML Capture button if you want to retrieve the text displayed in the Web page when you
replay the WinTask script.
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CHAPTER VIl : SYNCHRONIZATION WITH A TEXT DISPLAYED ON THE
SCREEN

WinTask automatically waits until the next window is displayed before sending its actions to the
new window. This automatic synchronization (through the UseWindow command) cannot be made
when the text displayed in a window changes but the name of the window doesn’t change. This
typically occurs when a task is automated on a mainframe : the name of the emulator window is
always the same. But each time Enter is pressed, the mainframe eventually sends a new screen
with the same name but with different text in the window. This delay depends on how over- loaded
the mainframe is. In this case, we will make WinTask wait until it detects new, specific text in the
window.

We will show this synchronization using Windows Explorer, as everybody does not have a
mainframe.

In this example, we will launch Explorer, look for the file « WordPad.exe » on the hard disk, wait until
the message « File found » appears in the Explorer window and immediately launch WordPad.

Launch WinTask Editor by clicking Start/Programs/WinTask/WinTask. The main WinTask
window is displayed with the title « Untitled1 » as shown below :

% :WinT ask - [Untitled1.src]
File Edit “iew Start |nset Configure ‘window Help 181
D = = e @ [ 2 = =) | & o | B e o
Mew Opan Save Spy Rec Play sk Texk  Wiait Image  Wait Wind  Wiaik Date  Wait Keyb  Wiait Menu Wait Mouse | Language  Scheduler
[
I _>l_I
Ready Ln 2, Col1 NUM 4

Modify the wizard configuration by selecting Configure/Wizard. In the dialog box Wizard
Configuration, check the radiobutton None to get the screen below :
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Configure Wizard

— Select Wizard mode

=
e
|:H

Cancel

+ Beginen made

= [hactivite Time I SECOnEE
= ez [ |

Help

dd

Click OK.

Start the Recording Mode by selecting Start/Recording in the WinTask main window or click the

@
ﬂ button in the toolbar. If the dialog box below is displayed, click No as we want to start
Recording directly.

Starting recording mode |

Do pow want ta start an application befare recarding ?

Mo | Cancel |

[T Don't display this dialog box anymore

The Editor window disappears and a small icon of a blinking video camera is displayed on the

righthand side of the Windows taskbar. This ® 1M icon reminds you that all your actions are
being recorded.

Click Start/Find, then Files or Folders. In the next dialog box, type « wordpad.exe » as shown
below :
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#4 Find: All Files
File Edit “iew DOptionz Help

Mame & Location | Date Modified | Advanced |
Fird Mo

Mamed: Iwnrdpad.e:-:e j Stop

|:|:||:|k_ I us [C:) ETDWSE... | Mew Search

V¥ Include subfolders

gl

Click Find Now.

It takes some time to look for this file but when the file « wordpad.exe » is found, a message on the
lefthand side of the window is displayed. We will make WinTask wait until this message appears.

Stop the Recording Mode by clicking the blinking video icon in the taskbar. The WinTask main
window is opened.

In this window, select Insert/Synchronization and then On text, as shown below :

i “WinTask - [Untitled1.src]

) File  Edit Miew Start | nzett Configure Window Help — |El |1|
z On Text
0D = GEER e EE s O @ & B 8 5 O
Maw Open Sa “fait for > Dn Image Text  ifait Image Wait Wind  Wait Date  ait Keyb Wit Memu  Wiait Mouse | Language  Scheduler
Statement F4 On Windaw =

UseWindow ("EXPLL . .
Dialog box 3 On Time delay

Click{Buttor
ChooseMenu (Context, "&Find| &F: On Date/Hour 4005

UseWindow ("EXPLORER.EXE| #32770 | Namwe && Location'™, 1]|
WriteCowbo (1", "wordpad.exe™)

UzeWindow ("EXPLORER.EXE| #32770| Find: A1l Files",1)

Click{Button, "Feind Mow™) _ILI
4 I I 3
Opens window "'Spnchronization on Test'! Ln B, Col 52 ML v

The next window is displayed :
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Text Synchromzation

Select the text ta laok faor

— Captured text
Text I

Window I

¥ Only in the area

Baste mntothe senpt | Cancel | Help |

Click Capture. The mouse pointer changes shape. Highlight the sentence « 1 file(s) found » .
WinTask must wait for this text before going any further. It is now in the field « Text» of the Text
Synchronization window, as shown below :

Text Synchronization E |

Select the text to look for

— Captured test

Test |1 file[z] found

Windaow I "EXPLORER.EXEImsctls_statuzbar32(Find:

¥ Only in the area

Paszte into the zcript | Cancel | Help |

The « Text » field is now filled with the captured text that the script must wait for before preceeding.

Click Paste into the script. A couple of commands are automatically inserted in the script :

Pause unti |
Text ("1 file(s) found")
I NW ndow( " EXPLORER. EXE| msct | s_st at usbar 32| Fi nd: Files nanmed

wor dpad. exe| 1", 1)
I nArea(0, 0, 18, 79)
PauseFal se

MsgBox("Wait for at line " + #ErrorLine$ + " has failed
1",16,"Runtinme error")
End
EndPause

A Pause command has been inserted which means : wait until the text « 1 file(s) found » is
displayed in the window specified by the InWindow command. If this text is not found, the command
just after the PauseFalse keyword is executed. This command displays an error message
indicating the line in the script where the error has occurred.
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Move the cursor to the line following the EndPause keyword in the script by pressing the Enter key
and start recording as usual.

In the Find window, click twice on WordPad.exe in order to launch it, then quit WordPad by
selecting File/Exit.

Close the Find window by clicking the close button on the top right hand corner of the window.

Finally, stop the Recording Mode.

Run the script by selecting Start/Run.

A dialog box asks you to save the script. Type the name « Script4 » and then the script is compiled.
There should be no errors and then click Run to launch the script.
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CHAPTER IX : SYNCHRONIZATION WITH A BITMAP DISPLAYED ON
THE SCREEN AND CLICK A BITMAP

WinTask automatically waits until the next window is displayed before sending its actions to the
new window. This automatic synchronization (through the UseWindow command) cannot be made
when the objects (text or bitmap) displayed in a window changes but the name of the window
doesn’t change. This typically occurs when a Web navigation is automated.

We will show this bitmap synchronization on a Web page. In version 2.3 and above, a new way of
recording navigation within Web pages has been introduced ; see next chapter for this issue.

In this example, we will wait for the button Acrobat Reader in a page of our Web site
www.wintask.com, then click tat button. As this button is not a standard button (such as OK,
Cancel buttons, ...), we have to use the bitmap synchronization.

Launch WinTask Editor by clicking Start/Programs/WinTask/WinTask. The main WinTask
window is displayed with the title « Untitled1 » as shown below :

% :WinT ask - [Untitled1.src]
File Edit “iew Startt |nzert Configure “Window Help — |El |1|
i =3 =] B @ [ = B O @ = L] & #y 15
Maw Open Save Spy Rec Play Wiait Text  dait Inage  Wait wimd  Wait Date  dait Keyb Wit Menu  Wiait Mouze | Language  Scheduler
¥
A I I 3
Ready Ln 2 Col1 MM v

Modify the wizard configuration by selecting Configure/Wizard. In the dialog box Wizard
Configuration, check the radiobutton None to get the screen below :

Configure Wizard

— Select Wizard maode

" Beginner { Intermediate % HDHEE
Cancel

ik

= BEqmner mode

I [rastivit Time I SECHNHE
N Feylist |

Help

b

Click OK.
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Lauch your Web explorer (in this manual, we use Internet Explorer but you can use Netscape
explorer, the only difference will be the window names).

Go to www.wintask.com :

/23 Automate your routine tasks using Wintask and forget batch, macro recorder and scheduler softwa - Microsoft Internet Explorer B[] E3

File Edit “iew Favortezr Toolz Help ‘

> 2R3 emedts

| Address I@ hibtp: e, wintask, comd j 'FG':'

Cliquez ici pour une version frane¢aise du w Choose : |MENU "I

site et du logiciel !

The ultinate automation tool for Windows 9x, ME, NT, 2000 and XP

Automate your tasks with WinTask : the ultimate automation software and task scheduler for Windows 95,
Windows 98, Windows ME, Windows NT, Windows 2000 and 3P,

You can automate your repetitive tasks, buld macro m any sofbware, use the scheduler to automate backups,
file transfers, downloads from Internet, test Web sites.

To build your macro, use WnTask macro recorder feature; all your actions are recorded in a scnipt. Due to
autematic keyboard capture, all your keys, mouse actions are recorded.

Questions, help ?  Feelfree to ask at +33 1 47 28 08 34 or email at info@wintask. com

ChckhereD Version 2.41 available : Measure response times

Automate your repetitive tasks ]

| €] Done ’_ l_ l_ |4 Intemet

We want WinTask to click the big arrow (Click here ...) which is not a text but an image.
Select Insert/Statement in WinTask main window.

The Insert statement window is displayed : it lists all the functions available in WinTask.
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- HhctionTimeout
- HCurrentLine

- $DbD ateFormat

- fDecimal3eparator
- HEmorLing$ |Sets the decimal separator
- BEmecuteDelay

- HHidelcon

- flaroreE rmors

- $PauzeTimeout

- HPrecision

- fSendieyszDelay

- BT emtLookFrequency
- Hl)seERact

- Add$(]

- Allocate(]

) =

Select ClickOnBitmap statement and right click ; in the Context menu, select Wizard.

The ClickOnBitmap() window is displayed :

ClickOnBitmap(]

Do you want to define the image with the mouse ¢

Click Yes to use the mouse to define the image.
The Click on bitmap wizard window is displayed :

Click on bitmap |

Ilze mouze to capture image

ErEwiEn I

— Captured zone

File name [.BMF] I Browze |

" indo I

— The synchronization iz done only if the captured area s
% Euwactly at the zame position

' Somewhere in the window

" Somewhere in a defined area LiEfif=area |

Baste ntathie seipt Cancel | Help |
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Click Capture. The mouse pointer changes shape. Surround the arrow image in the Web page in
order to capture this image. The next window Preview is displayed :

Preview

>

Close it to come back to ClickOnBitmap wizard. You must save this image in a bitmap file. Click
Browse. A dialog box asks you to save that image. Type the name « arrow » and click Save.

You come back to ClickOnBitmap wizard. Click the radiobutton Somewhere in the window in the
frame « The synchronization is done only if the captured area is :» as shown below :

Click on bitmap |

Ilze mouse to capture image Capture

Prewiew | 4|
[Bem

— Captured zone
File name [.BMP] IE:"\F'ru:ugram Filez\winT azk\Scri Browse

Window I"IEHF‘LDHE.EKE [Internet E=plor

— The synchronization iz done only if the captured area iz
™ Exactly at the same position

% 5 omewhere in the window

™ Somewhere in a defined area LEfinEe area |

| Paste inta the script I Cancel | Help |

Click Paste into the script. The editor window is displayed and you should have a script that loook
like :

UseW ndow( "I EXPLORE. EXE| I nternet Explorer_Server|Automate your routine tasks
using Wntask and forget batch, macro recorder and schedul er softwa - M crosoft
I nternet Explorer|1",1)

CickOnBitmap( "C:\Program Fil es\W nTask\ Scri pts\arrow. bmp", left, single )

Launch the script by selecting Run in the Start menu.

Because the script has not been saved, the Save as window is displayed. Type the name
« bitmap » and click Save.

You can see that the script clicks automatically on the arrow.
We are now on another Web page. This Web page can be displayed within a couple of seconds or

a couple of minutes. We will insert an image synchronization ; like that, the script will wait until this
next Web page is present.
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In the main WinTask window, select Insert/Synchronization/On image :

i “WinTask - [Untitled1.src]
File Edit Miew 5Start | |ngert Configure  Window Help _ |ﬁl |1|
0 = Synchronization On Text F =) m & = E & Ay a
Maw Open Sa “fait for > Dn Image Text  ifait Image Wait Wind  Wait Date  ait Keyb Wit Memu  Wiait Mouse | Language  Scheduler
Statement F4 On Windaw ;I
Dialog box 3 On Time delay
On D ate/Hour
K — _>I_I
Openg window *'Synchronization on Bitmap" Ln1.Call ML v

The Image Synchronization window is displayed :

Image Synchronization |

Ilze mouze bo capture image

ErEWER |

— Captured zone

File name [.BRP] I Browse |

Windo I

— The synchronization iz done only if the captured area iz
¢ Exactly at the same position

" Somewhere in the window

" Somewhere in a defined area LiEtinE area |

Eastentothesanipt Cancel | Help |

Click Capture. The mouse pointer changes shape. Surround the text What's new which is in fact
an image in the Web page. The next window Preview is displayed :

What’s new ?

Close it to come back to Image synchronization window. You must save this image in a bitmap
file. Click Browse. A dialog box asks you to save that image. Type the name « whatsnew » and click
Save.

You come back to Image Synchronization window. Click the radiobutton Somewhere in the
window in the frame « The synchronization is done only if the captured area is :» as shown below :
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Image Synchronization |

Ilze mousze to capture image Capture

Prewiew |

— Captured zone

File namne [.BMP] IE:"\F'ru:ugram Filez'winT azk\Scri Browse |

Winida I"IEKF‘LDHE.EKE [Internet E=plor

— The synchronization iz done only if the captured area s
™ Exactly at the zame position

% 5 omewhere in the window

™ Somewhere in a defined area LiEfifie atea |

Paste into the script I Cancel | Help |

Click Paste into the script. A couple of commands are automatically inserted in the script :

PAUSE unt i

Bi t map(" C:.\ Program Fi | es\ W nTask\ Scri pt s\ what snew. brmp")

I NW ndow( " | EXPLORE. EXE| | nt ernet Explorer_Server|Wat's new on WnTask -
M crosoft Internet Explorer|1",1)
PauseFal se

MsgBox("'Wait for' at line " + #ErrorLine$ + " has failed !",0 ,"Runtinme
error")

End
EndPause

A Pause command has been inserted which means : wait until the image « What's new? » is
displayed in the window specified by the InWindow command. If this image is not found, the
command just after the PauseFalse keyword is executed. This command displays an error
message indicating the line in the script where the error has occurred.

Move the cursor to the line following the EndPause keyword in the script by pressing the Enter key
and and you can now start recording as usual.
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CHAPTER X : SYNCHRONIZATION WITH A NEW WINDOW DISPLAYED
ON THE SCREEN

WinTask automatically waits until the next window is displayed before sending its actions to the
new window. Sometimes this automatic synchronization (through the UseWindow command) is not
enough as a long process is run before the window showing results is displayed. Window
synchronization will force the script to wait until a specific window is displayed (or disappears).

We will show this synchronization on appearance of window Save As in Wordpad when menu
File/Save is selected.

Launch WinTask Editor by clicking Start/Programs/WinTask/WinTask. The main WinTask
window is displayed with the title « Untitled1 » as shown below :

i :WinTask - [Untitled1 .sic]
File Edit iew Statt |nzet Configure ‘window Help - |ﬁ| |1|
D & = i @ [ g = = &= & (=5 E B8 Ry 2
Mew Dpen Save Spy Rec Play Wiait Text  dait Image  Wait wimd  Wait Date  dait Kewyb  Weait Memu  Wiait Mouse | Language  Scheduler
[—
¥
A I I 3
Ready Ln 2, Call MU i

Modify the wizard configuration by selecting Configure/Wizard. In the dialog box Wizard
Configuration, check the radiobutton None to get the screen below :

Configure Wizard

— Select Wizard maode

" Beginner T Intermediate % iNl:unE;f

Err

ik

Cancel

= BEqmner mone

= ractivites Time I secands
= Keys L=t |

Help

g

Click OK.

Start recording by selecting Start/Recording.

A new dialog box asks you if you want to launch a program before starting your recording :
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Starting recording mode |

Do pou want ko start an application before recording ?

Mo | Cancel |

[T Don't display this dialog box anymore

Click Yes as you want to launch Wordpad.
In the next dialog box, specify the program you want to launch, Wordpad.exe :

Launching a program |

Brograrm: IWDrdpad.e:-:e Specify the full path
and name of the

pragram ko run
Browze

Specify if neceszan

ez parameters to be
paszzed to the program
Browze
Wwiorking [f wou want to start the
falder: pragram in a zpecific

directary, zpecify it there
Browse

Ll

Opening mode
= Momal
™ Minimized
" Maximized

k. Help LCancel

And click the OK button.

The Editor window is minimized and the blinking video icon is displayed on the righthand side of the
taskbar.

The WordPad window is opened. Type the following text in it :

« Text entered in WordPad »

Select menu File/Save. The Save As dialog box is displayed ; WinTask will wait until this window
appears.

For inserting this window synchronization, stop Recording mode by clicking the blinking video icon
in the taskbar. The WinTask main window is opened.

In this window, select Insert/Synchronization and then On Window, as shown below :
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i :WinTask - [Untitled1_src]

d File Edit Miew Start | Imzett Configure Window Help

=&l x|
O e Synchronization On Text =) m 7 ro E & Ay a
Maw Open Sa Mlait for G nlmge Text ‘rait Image Wiait Wind Wit Date  uait Kewb  wirait Memu  Wiait Mouse | Language  Scheduler
Statement F4 On wWindow
Ehell ["wordpad. e . = -
Dialog box 3 On Time delay
UseWindow{"WORDPAD . EXE | RichEdirz(  onDateHour o)1, 1y
SendEeys("Text entered in WordPad™)
UseWindow ("WORDPALD . EXE | WordPadClass | bocument — WordPad®™, 1)
ChoozeMenu (Normal, "eFile| £5ave  Ctrl43T)
-
4 | | »
Ln 1, Call MLIM 5

The next window is displayed :

Window zynchronization

Windom; I

Spy |

Status

¥ Exact name match [ lanore instance

= Active ™ Mot active

" Exists " Mot exists

Baste ntothe et |

Cancel |

Help |

Click Spy. The mouse pointer changes shape. Click the window Save As and the dialog box
Window synchronization is now filled with the proper window name you want WinTask waits for :
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Window synchronization Ed |

*find o I'WDHDF‘.&D.EHEI#SE??DIS ave Az,

v Exact name match [~ lgnore instance

Status

& Active " Mot active

" Exists " Mot exists

Paste into the zcrpt LCancel | Help |

Click Paste into the script. A couple of commands are automatically inserted in the script :

Pause until

W nSt at us(Acti ve, Exact)

| NW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| #32770| Save As", 1)
PauseFal se

MsgBox("Wait for at line " + #ErrorLine$ + " has failed
1",16,"Runtinme error")
End
EndPause

A Pause command has been inserted which means : wait until the window Save As of Wordpad is
displayed. If the specified window is not found after a Timeout, the command just after the
PauseFalse keyword is executed. This command displays an error message indicating the line in
the script where the error has occurred.

Move the cursor to the line following the EndPause keyword in the script by pressing the Enter key
and start recording as usual.

Click Cancel button for not saving your document. Select menu File/Exit to exit wordpad and do
not save your document.

Finally, stop the Recording Mode.

Run the script by selecting Start/Run.

A dialog box asks you to save the script. Type the name « Script5 » and then the script is compiled.
There should be no errors and then click Run to launch the script.

Note for WinTask users (not available in WinTask lite) : this synchronization method combined
with OnAction statement (see help on OnAction statement) allows you to create scripts doing
actions as soon as a specific window (an error window for instance) is detected on the screen.
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CHAPTER Xl : HOW TO RECORD NAVIGATION WITHIN WEB PAGES

A new Recording method has been introduced with WinTask version 2.3 : instead of recording user
actions, the result of user Web navigation is recorded. This chapter shows how it works.

Launch WinTask Editor by clicking Start/Programs/WinTask/WinTask. The main WinTask
window is displayed with the title « Untitled1 » as shown below :

# :WinTask - [Untitled1.src]

File Edit “iew Start |nsert Configure ‘#indow Help =1 |
O = =] e @ > = =) ] i L] & Ry 15
Mews Opan Save Spy Rec Play st Text  Wiait Image  ait Wind  Wait Date  ait Kewb  Wait Menu Wait Mouse | Language  Scheduler
[
K Ll_l
Ready Ln 2, Col1 MM 4

Configure the Recording mode by selecting Configure/Recording. In the dialog box Configure
Recording, check the radiobutton Web mode Recording to get the screen below :

Configure Recording |

¥ ‘wieb mode Fecording [Chil+w)
[ Low level Becording

I¥ | [rzert Fawse statemetts

IEI kdirirnimn wait time befare inzerting

¥ | Fecord &l mouse moves

¥ Ask for launching an application

k. | Cancel |

Note that the toggle Control+W allows you to switch to and from the usual Recording mode at any
time.

Start Recording mode by selecting Start/Recording ; Internet Explorer is automatically opened
(Netscape is not supported in this version), type an URL address, for instance www.wintask.com.
Stop the Recording mode by clicking the red flashing icon in the taskbar, the script is automatically
generated as below :
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{_WinT ask - [Untitled1]

File Edit %iew Start |nsert Configure *window Help 5]
O =3 = B @ [ = = & i L] & Ry 15
Maw Open Save Spy Rec Play Wizt Text  uait Image  Wait Wiimd  Wait Date  ait Kewb  Wwait Menu  Wait Mouze | Language  Scheduler
StartBrowser ("IEY) ;I

MNawvigate ("http://wuw,. vintask.com/ ™)

KN — Ll_l
Ready L 7. Col 1 [ [NUM A

The first statement starts IE, the second statement goes to the page you've asked for.

Close your browser, and run your script. You see IE starting and the Web page is displayed.

Note that each time you start Web mode recording, a new instance of Internet Explorer is opened,
so it is better to record all your navigation in one shot.

For pages with frames, an other function is used : Attribute and if you fill forms, the PostData
function is used. A full description of those functions is available in help.

How to measure response times :

The same Navigate function can be used to measure how long it takes for a page to download.

We will show how to do that for a couple of pages within the Web site www.wintask.com.

Create a new script by selecting File/New. Close all instances of Internet Explorer.

Start Recording mode (Web mode Recording), Internet Explorer is launched, Type the URL
address www.wintask.com. In the menu, select The language and when the Language page is

loaded, click Windows management functions. Stop Recording mode, the script should be as
below:

{ :WinTask - [Untitled1]

File Edit “iew Stat |nset Configure ‘window Help 181
=i =
O =3 =] T ® (4 = = = @ e L) & Ay 2
Maw Open Save Spy Rec Play gk Tewt Wzt Irnage  Wait wimd  Waib Date  udait Keyb  Weait Memu  Wiait Mouse | Lamguage  Scheduler
StartBrowser ("IE"™) -

Navigate ("http://wuv. wintask.com/ ™)
Navigate ("http://vww. wintask. cow/ language . htm™)

Navigate ("http://vyw. wintask. con/ languagez . htm")

| =
1| I 3
Ready Ln g, Col 1 [ [NUM 4

Close your IE window before running the script.

Now we can add manually the functions for measuring response times. In our example, we will only
add the return variable in front of all the Navigate functions and a MsgBox function to display the
return code (which gives the response time). So the script should be :
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t,’;WinTask - [web responsze time]
File Edit Start Inset Configure Dizplay  window 3

2
O = & B @ 4 = = H &= O & £

e DpEn Save Spw Rec Play Wait Text  Wait Image  Wait Date  Wait Keyvb  Wait Menu  Wait Mouse Language

StartBrowser("IE™)

tps=Havigate{"http://wwuw_wintask._com/")}
msgbox{tps)

ps=Navigate{"http://wwu.wintask.com/language _htm™)
msgbox{tps)

ret=Havigate{"http://www_wintask._com/lanquage2 _htn")
msgbhox{tps)

Ready |Ln 7. Col 1 [HUM | o

Close IE window before running the script. At execution, dialog boxes display response times.

How to detect Page not found :

In WinTask 2.42 version, there is no easy way to detect that a page was not found. So you have to
write a function to do it. In this function, we use CapturelE$ function which allows you to capture text
in an IE window (as text displayed in an IE window is not an ASCII text, you cannot use the usual
Capture functions).

So, we need to capture the text displayed when a page is not found.

Start Recording mode (still Web mode Recording) and type an incorrect URL address, such as
www.wintasl.com. The page with the title “The page cannot be displayed” is displayed. DON'T
STOP WEB RECORDING MODE but maximize WinTask Editor window and click the icon
Language, or press F4, to display the Insert statement window and in Web functions chapter,
double click CapturelE$ function. Define the area to capture using mouse. Surround the text
“cannot be displayed” ; you can now stop Recording mode.

The generated script is as below :

-;,';WinTask - [web capture]
File  Edit Start Inszert Configure Dizplay  ‘Window 3

2
[ = E W @ b = =i # = O & Ry

Hew Cpen Save Spy Rec Play Wait Text Wait Image  Wait Date  Wait Keyb  Wait Menu  Wait Mouse Language
sStartBrowser{"IE")

Havigate{"http://www._wintasi.com/™)

CapturelES("IEXPLORE .EXE | Internet Explorer_Server|Cannot find server - Hicrosoft Internet E

4| | 30
Ready |Ln1.Cal1 [HUM | i

From that script, we will use the area coordinates where the text “cannot be displayed” is, you find
those coordinates on the right part of the CapturelE$ functions, in our example : 138,23,32,188.
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We can now write our error routine, note in the script below how we have shortened the window
name for CapturelE$ argument : using just the beginning of the window name, all the error pages
starting with this name will be accepted.

¢ iWinTask - [error_404]

Fil= Edit 5Start |nzet Configure Display Window 7 - |5’ |£|
O = = iy @ g = = @ e H B
e Cipen Save Spy Rec Play Wait Text  Wlait Irnage  Wait Date  Wait Keyb  Wait Meny  Wait Mause |

sub error()}
text$=EaptureIE$("IEKPLBHE.EKE|Internet Explorer_Server]||1",138,27,25,2085)
If InStr{text$,"cannot be displayed”)<>8
then msgbox{"Page not found"}
end{)
endif
EndSub

StartBrowser{“IE")

Havigate{"http://www.wintask.com/")
error()

Havigate{"http://www.wintask.com/languige.com")
error{)

Havigate{"http://fwww_wintask.com/language?.com™)
errori)

eady n 14, Co
Fead Ln 14, Col 40 MIbA o

To see what happens when a page is not found, run the above script after having modified one of
the .htm page inside the script ( in the script above, we changed language.com in langulge.com.
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CHAPTER Xll : LAUNCH THE SAME SCRIPT EVERY WEEK

In this chapter, we will learn how to create a script doing the same actions (in our example, just
WordPad will be started) every week without any user intervention (PC’s running under Windows 9x
or Windows NT/2000/XP must be started first, of course).

If you are under NT/2000/XP, WinTask includes a scheduler, which is an NT/2000/XP
service, so directly launch it and do not follow the example in this chapter.

If you are under Windows 98 or ME, you can use the Windows built-in Task Scheduler, see
chapter Scheduler under Windows 98 or ME in WinTask help.

We will use the Date/Hour synchronization to create such a script.

Lauch the WinTask Editor by clicking Start/Programs/WinTask/WinTask. The following window is
displayed :

i :WinTask - [Untitled1 .sic]
File Edit iew Statt |nzet Configure ‘window Help - |ﬁ| |1|
i =3 =] B @ > = = 0 @ i L] & #y 2
Mew Dpen Save Spy Rec Play Wiait Text  dait Image  Wait wimd  Wait Date  dait Kewyb  Weait Memu  Wiait Mouse | Language  Scheduler

[—
¥

A I I 3

Ready Ln 2, Call MU i

Select Insert/Synchronization and then the option On Date/Hour :

Date/Hour Synchronization |
—Date "o

2 s o = F =l

" Day

| Paszte into the script I Cancel | Help |

We will configure this window so that every Monday at 10 AM, an action is performed by the script.

Check the radiobutton Day and in the list, select Monday :
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Date/Hour Synchronization |

—Date o
) Date
|13 :I |5 :I 1939 :I I14 :I Iza :I
* Day
b onday

| Paste into the script I Cancel | Help |

In the frame Hour, scroll in order to display 10 and 0 as shown below :

Date/Hour Synchromization E |

—Date — Hour

i~ Date

13::|5::|1999::I mjlﬁj
& Day

IMDnda_l,l 3:

| Paste into the script I Cancel | Help

Click Paste into the script in order to generate the correspondant commands in the script :

Pause until
Dat e( Monday)
Ti me(10: 0)
EndPause

Before going on with the creation of the script, we will first study what can be configured in the
window Date/Hour Synchronization. Make it display again by selecting Insert/Synchronization
and then the option On Date/Hour.
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Date/Hour Synchronization |

—Date —Hoaur

' Date

|13 :I |5 :I 1959 :I I.-’-'-.n_l,lﬂ :I
" Day

Sunday ::I

| Paste into the script I Cancel | Help |

In the frame Hour, scroll through the different hours until you find « Any » as shown above. In the
field on the right of « Any » , scroll down until you find « 10 » . Because the field Date contains 13, 6
and 1999, this synchronization will cause some action to be launched every 10 minutes starting on
the 13" of June, 1999.

If you want to launch an action every 10 ™ of every month at noon, the Date/Hour Synchronization
window must look like the example below :

Date/Hour Synchromization E |

—Date — Hour

% Date

Im :I Ixrmy::l I.ﬁ.ny :I |12 :I |E :I
" Day

ISunda_l,l 3:

| Paste into the script I Cancel | Help

You can see how the keyword Any is able to cover many different types of synchronization.

After you have pasted the synchronization commands in the script, you still have to record the
actions you want the script to perform for you. We take as an example the action of launching
WordPad. After maximizing the WinTask main window, you should have some lines at the
beginning :
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% :WinTask - [Untitled].src]

File Edit Stat |nsert Configure Display “Window 7 _Iﬁllﬂ
[ = =] T @ [ 2 = L= & iR 2] & fy
[ Open Save Spy Rec Play wiait Texk  Wiait Image  Wait Date  Wait Keyb  Wait Menu  Wait Mouse Language =
Pause until
Date{HMonday)
Time{10:8)
EndPause
Ready Ln1, Caol 2 MUM i

Verify that the cursor is on the line following the EndPause command. If not, move it into place. You
can now use the Recording Mode to record all the actions you want the script to do for you, every
Monday at 10 o’clock.

In our example, we will launch WordPad and then close it.

Start the Recording Mode as usual.

Click Start/Run and type in the dialog box Run « WordPad » , then click OK. Once WordPad
opens, close it by selecting Exit/File. Stop the Recording Mode by clicking the blinking video
camera icon on the right handside of the taskbar.

You should have a script like below :

Pause until
Dat e( Monday)
Ti me(10: 0)
EndPause

UseW ndow( " EXPLORER. EXE| Shel | _Traywhd", 1)
Click(Button,"Start")
ChooseMenu( Cont ext, "&Run...")

UseW ndow( " EXPLORER. EXE| #32770| Run", 1)
WiteConmbo("1", "wordpad")
Click(Button, "OK")

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| Wor dPadCl ass| Docunent - WordPad", 1)
ChooseMenu(Normal , "&Fi |l e] E&xit")

We now have to insert a loop in order to make the script wait until Monday at 10AM :

For this we use the GOTO command :

At the beginning of the script, insert a line containing a label, for instance « DEBUT » (a label is a
word followed by a colon). Then at the end of the script, insert a line which makes the execution go
to the beginning of the script, « GOTO DEBUT » . Just before this GOTO command, include a
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« Pause 61 » so that the script doesn't just continuously loop forever, monopolizing all the
computer’s resources.

The script should look like this :
DEBUT:

Pause until
Dat e( Monday)
Ti me(10: 0)
EndPause

UseW ndow( " EXPLORER. EXE| Shel | _Traywhd", 1)
Click(Button,"Start")
ChooseMenu( Cont ext, "&Run...")

UseW ndow( " EXPLORER. EXE| #32770| Run", 1)
WiteConbo("1", "wordpad")
Click(Button, "OK")

UseW ndow( " WORDPAD. EXE| Wor dPadCl ass| Docunent - WordPad", 1)
ChooseMenu(Normal , "&Fi |l e| E&xit")

pause 61
GOTO DEBUT

In order for this script to be launched at the a specific hour, it must be n memory as soon as
Windows is started. To do this, we will put the script in the Startup group. Before doing this,
compile the script by selecting Start/Run. Give the script the name « Script6é » and the following is
displayed :

B Compilation Ed |

I C:%Frogram FileswinT azkhS cnptshzonptE. src

Errorz N Wiarnings : 1]

100% done.

There should be no compilation errors but don’t run the script for now. The compilation has created
the file « script6.rob » which we will include in the Windows Startup group :
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Include the script launch in the Startup group

Click the right mouse button in the taskbar. In the menu displayed, select Properties. You should
see something like this :

HE|

Taskbar Properties

T azkbar Optians | Start Menu F'ru:ugramsl

[ Nz

Help
Sound Re

Bun...

Shut Crovan... “wordpac
# Start i 12:45 PM h

..................................

[T Auto hide
[ Show zmall icons in Start menu

¥ Show Clock

k. I Caricel Lol

Click the Tab Start Menu Programs. On next screen, click Add :
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Taskbar Properties E |

Taskbar Options ~ Start kMenu Programs |

— Cugtomize Start Menu

F . Tou may custormize your Start Menu by
0 adding or remaving items from it.

Bemove... Advanced...

— Documents kMenu
Click the Clear button to remove the
cohtentz af the Documents Menu,

Clear |

k. Cancel e 1]

The next screen should be as follows :

CostoShorowt |

Type the lozation and name of the item yow want to create
a ghortout to. O, zearch far the itemn by clicking Browse.

< Blach I Mest > I Cancel

Click Browse to look for the file « Taskexec » (this file is in the folder « Bin », a sub-directory of
WinTask, which in turn is a sub-directory of Program Files). When the file is located, click Open.
The command line displayed in the screen above is automatically generated.
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After this command line, add the script name you want to launch (in our example « script6.rob » ),
with its full path :

« C:\Program Files\WinTask\scripts\script6.rob »

The command line should look as follows :

Create Shortcut |

Type the lozation and name of the item yow want to create
a ghortout to. O, zearch far the itemn by clicking Browse.

Cornmand line:

Iec:.e:-:e" "C:A\Program Files\WinT azkhzcripts\acripts. rab"

Browsze. .. |

< Blach I Mest > I Cancel

Click Next :

Select Program Folder |

Select folder to place shortout in:

=) Internet Tool: -]
=) Multimedia

=) Swstern Tools

Diocurnents

HardCopy Pro

T

Microzoft Aeference

Online Services

Shuttle Inztaller

Mew Falder... |
< Back I Hest » I Cancel |

And then click the folder StartUp.

The next screen displayed is :
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Select a Title for the Program |

Select a name far the shortout:

IscriptEi|

< Back I Finizh I Cancel

Create a name for this shortcut and click Finish. On the next screen, click OK. The shortcut is
added in the Startup group.

Restart the PC.

You can see in the taskbar the script script6 ready to be launched every Monday at 10.
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CHAPTER XIIl : AUTOMATE IN A WINDOWS DOS BOX

WinTask can automate tasks in a Dos box of Windows 9x, ME, Windows NT, 2000 or XP.

There is a limitation using a Dos box which makes creating this automation a bit more difficult than
usual : the Recording Mode will not record the keystrokes you enter in a Dos box which means you
have to create your script manually.

In the following example, we will create a script launching a Dos box, typing the Dir command and
exiting the Dos box with the Exit command.

Lauch WinTask Editor by clicking Start/Programs/WinTask/WinTask.

The Editor window is displayed with the title « Untitled1 » as shown below :

£} WinT ask - [Untitled1.src]

File Edit %iew Start |nsert Configure ‘*#indow Help =1
O = (=] T @ (4 5 = - @ i L & Ry 2
Mews Opean Save Spy Rec Play st Text  Wiait Image  ait Wind  Wait Date  ait Kewb  Wait Menu Wait Mouse | Language  Scheduler
[
=
4 I I »
Feady Ln 2, Col1 MM 4

Start the Recording Mode by selecting Start/Recording.
A new dialog box asks you if you want to launch a program before starting your recording :
Starting recording mode |

Do pou want to start an application before recording ?

Mo | Cancel |

[T Don't display this dialog box anymore

Click Yes as you want to launch command.com to open a Dos box (under Window NT, replace
command.com by cmd.exe).

In the next dialog box, specify the program you want to launch, command.com :
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Launching a program |

Progranm: II:I:IITlI'ﬂaan_CDm Specify the full path
and name of the

prograrn ko s
Browsze

Specify if neceszan

FEEmE parameters to be
paszzed to the program
Browsze
Working If wou want ko start the
falder: program in a gpecific

directary, specify it there
Browsze

Ll

Opening mode
& Nomal
™ Minimized
™ M aximized

el

] Help LCancel

And click the OK button.

The Editor window is minimized and the blinking video icon is displayed on the right handside of the
taskbar. All your actions will now be recorded.

The Dos box is now opened. If this window is full screen (you don’t see the taskbar), resize it by
typing « Alt+Enter » . Type « Dir » and press Enter. The file list is displayed. Then type « Exit » and
press Enter. You will then come back to the Windows environment.

Click the small blinking video icon to stop the Recording Mode. The main Editor window is displayed
with the generated commands :

£ :WinTask - [Untitled1]
File Edit iew Statt |nzet Configure ‘window Help - |ﬁ| |1|
D = (=] iy @ [ = = - & = | B Ay o
Mew Dpen Save Spy Rec Play Wiait Text  ait Image  Wait wimd  Wait Date  dait Keyb Wit Menu  Wiait Mouse | Language  Scheduler
Shell | "oommand. com®™, 1) ;I
=
A I I 3
Feady Ln 2, Call MLk i

You can see that the generated commands stop at « Shell ». None of your actions in the Dos box
were recorded.

We will manually add these commands in the script.

In the Editor main window, go to the first line immediately following all the generated commands by
pressing the Enter key.
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To use the Spy tool to find the name of the Dos box window, run the following script: Click
Start/Run. Name the script « dosbox » and then run it. The Dos box is now opened.

We will now find the name of this window using the Spy tool.

Click the minimized WinTask window in the taskbar to put the focus on the Editor window and
select Start/Spy.

Click Find Window in the Spy window. Move the cursor to the Dos window. Paste the name of this
window in the script by clicking Paste. The following command is inserted in the script :

" W NOA386. MOD| t t yGr ab| MS- DOS Pronpt | 1"

Under Windows NT, the Dos window name is a bit different :

" CVD. EXE| Consol eW ndowCl ass| C: \ W NNT\ Syst en82\ cnd. exe"

To make certain that WinTask sends all the actions to this window, you must include a UseWindow
command in front of this window name.

The command should be :

UseW ndow( " W NOA386. MOD| tt yGr ab| M5- DOS Pronpt | 1")

Two commands must be added to simulate the action of typing the Dir command and Enter, plus
the Exit command and Enter.

SendKeys( " Di r <Ent er >")
SendKeys( " Exit <Ent er>")

The Dos box script should now look like :
Shel | (" conmand. coni', 1)
UseW ndow( " W NOA386. MOD| tt yGrab| M5- DOS Pronpt | 1")

SendKeys(" Di r<Ent er>")
SendKeys(" Exi t <Ent er >")

Before launching this script, close the still-opened Dos box (type « Exit » in the Dos box and press
Enter).

Run the script by clicking Start/Run in the Editor window. There should be no compilation errors
and the script should be able to run.
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CHAPTER XIV : TIPS

How can | stop a script ?

Click the right mouse button when the name of the script is highlighted in the taskbar and select
Close.

or

Simultaneously press the keys Shift, Ctrl and Pause OR Shift, Ctrl and ScrollLock (Note: this
stops ALL scripts).
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